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It was strongly pressed upon me by the Irish CHAP, leaders that in view of the inevitable temper and ^^^ tactics of the opposing Nationalist faction, I should keep in close and vigilant contact with Ireland. Westminster and Whitehall could well be trusted to look after themselves. There was no prospect of a wide-spread land agitation, but much loose powder lay about, and stray eviction scenes might easily be turned into a defiance of law that would embarrass government, and at the same time strengthen the case of the faction that was at open war with the Government's Irish friends. All this was comparatively subterranean and only half organised, but that only made it more, not less dangerous. Our law advisers were as loyal as men could be, but the old traditions of the law-room in face of new political circumstances made them nervous.
Then there was the random expectation of a million untold blessings from a new Minister who was known to nurse an earnest care for the welfare of Ireland. In early days the head of the department concerned brought me the story that all over the west they were sending up clamorous resolutions about distress, and urging the instant necessity for relief works. I asked what the county inspectors said. He read me out their letters, all telling a completely different tale. "So long as you tell me/7 I said, "that there is no general and real distress, we'll do without relief works." "Ah/7 said my adviser in extenuating tones, "I didn't know whether you might not think it politic." "You mean they will contrast my callous stinginess with the noble generosity of my predecessors. Well, we must bear the contrast as well as we can, that's all." A chiefisorder, and opened an excellent chance for political mischief-makers.both refreshing and useful in parliamentary politics. It went far beyond a mere personal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
